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IITs not to implement
minority quota for now

PBD BUREAU/PTI
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

IN the wake of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court order strik-
ing down the 4.5 per cent sub-
quota to minorities within OBC
reservation, IITs have decnded to
abide by the ruling, "ignoring"
the quota provision till further
Iegal developments.

* With this, candidates who
benefited under the sub-quota
and shortlisted for counselling
have been advised to register the
choice of courses accordingly
under the ongoing counselling
process, IIT-JEE 2012 organising
chairman GB Reddy said.

He said these candidates will
now be allocated seats as per
their ranks not under the sub-
quota \ '

An 1IT statement also pomted
that “all the shortlisted candi-
dates are advised to note that
availability of 4.5 per cent reser-
vation for OBC (non creamy
layer-minority) shall depend on
the legal developments till June
13 and hence they may register

the choice of courses accordmg-
l L1} -
4 Law Minister =~ Salman
Khurshid has already said they
would move the Supreme Court
against the high court ruling.
The statement said "the judge-
ment of the Andhra Pradesh
High Court will be implemented
by ignoring the provision for
reservation of 4.5 per cent -seats

" and by converting seats meant

for OBC (NCL)-Minority com-
munity to OBC(NCL) category”.

As many as 325 aspirants
belonging to economically and
socially backward sections of
minority communities have been
shortlisted for admission to the
15 Indian’ Institutes  of

* Technology (I1Ts) under the sub-

quota.

Counselling for admission to
15 lITs and IT-BHU and ISM-
Dhanbad is currently underway
and the process will go on till 5
pm on June 10,

The web release of the first
seat allotment will be made on
June 14. The IITs are the first to
implement. the governments
decision,
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NEW DELHI: The 4.5% sub-quota
reserved for minorities in IITs
will be merged with the OBC
category, in view of the recent
judgment of the Andhra
Pradesh high court quashing
the provision,

An official press release
issued by IIT said: “In the
absence of any further legal
development before June 13,
2012, the judgment of the

painik Jagran ND U1/06/2014Z P-9

hose selected under this
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II'T sub-quota to be merged with OBC.

RESERVATION GAME -

the shortlisted candidates are
advised that availability of 4.5%

category should widen reservation for OBC(NCL)-
ir chai minority shall depend on legal ~ December 22,2011 In the
their choice for courses develo;?ments tillJune13. They ~ Tun-up to UP polis, Centre
DR 6B REDDY may register the choice of their ~ announces 4.5% quota for
Organising chairperson, IT-JEE 2012 courses accordingly” minorities in education,
“Those selected under this Jobs within 27% OBC qu°tf"
Andhra Pradesh highcourt category should widen their ~ March 2612 Bunch of PLs in
will be implemented by ignor-  choice for courses, sothataseat ~ Andhra HC against the move
ing the provision for reser- inlITisensured,”DrGBReddy, May 28 HC quashes sub-

vation of 4.5% seats, and by
converting seats meant for
OBC (NCL)-minority commu-
nity to OBC(NCL) category. All

organising chairperson of IIT-
JEE 2012, said.

Atotal of 325 candidates were
shortlisted under the sub-quota.

quota, says Constitution
does not allow reservation
on rellgious grounds
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Minority quota
in 1ITs on hold;
ready options,
students told

HimanshiDhawan | TN

New Delhi: Putting the 4.5%
minority sub-quota on hold
tilllegal challenges areresolv-
ed, the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) on Thurs-
day sought to allay students’
fears and advised them to ex-
pand their choiceof courses,

The statement came on the
back of the Andhra Pradesh
high court judgment scrap-
ring the sub-quota, putting in
guandary theover300IITaspi-
rants who had been shortlist-

. ed under the provision. The
urgency in the case is because
counselling for students is al-
ready underway.

IIT-JEE organizing chair-
man Prof G B Reddy said,
“The students should expand
their choices to take care of
both eventualities (if the HC
decisionisupheldor stayed by
the Supreme Court).”

While law minister Sal-
man Khurshid has categori-
cally said the government
would approachthe SCtochal-
lenge the high court order, it
remains to be seen whether it

 willbeableto getastay.

In the wake of the courtor-
der, IITs have decided to abide
by the ruling, “ignoring” the
quota provision till further le-
gal developments. The state-
ment said “the judgment of
the Andhra Pradesh HC High
Court will be implemented by
ignoring the provision for res-
ervation of 4.5% seats and by
converting seats meant for
OBC (non-creamy layer)-mi-
nority community to OBC
(non-creamy layer) category”.

With this, about 325 candi-
dates who had been shortlist-
ed under the sub-quota for
counseling may have to com-
pete with the 27% OBC non-
creamy layer gquota. This
means that aspirants who
were assured of the course of
their choice will now have to
keeptheir optionsopen.

The statement also said
that “all shortlisted candi-
dates are advised to note that
availability of 4.5% quota for
OBC (non-creamy layer-mi-
nority) shall depend on the le-
gal developments-till June 13
and hence register the choice
of courses accordingly"
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NO MINORITY.
SUB-QUOTA IN
IiTs FOR NOW

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

The IITs have decided to

‘abide by the Andhra

Pradesh high court order
striking down the 4.5 per
cent sub-quota to minori-
ties within OBC reserva-
tion and not to implement
the quota provision tili fur-
ther legal developments,

“Candidates who benefit-
ed under the sub-guota and
were shortlisted for coun-
selling have been advised to
register the choice of cours-
es accordingly under the
ongoing
process,” I1IT-JEE 2012
organising chairman G.B.
Reddy said.

“These candidates will -

now be allocated seats as
per their ranks not under
the subquota,” Mr Reddy
said. ‘

An IIT statement also
pointed that “all the short-
listed candidates are
advised to note that avail-
ability of 4.5 per cent reser-
vation for OBC
depend on the legal develop-
ments till June 13 and
hence they may register the
choice of courses accord-
mgly-”

As many as 325 aspirants
belonging to economically

and socially backward sec- .

tions of minority communi-
ties have been shortlisted
for admission to the 15
Indiann - Institutes . of
Technology under the sub-
quota. . .

counselling .

shall ~

.
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ecide

toignore
sub-quota

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

IT’S a move that could

jeopardise chances of 325
minority candidates
shortlisted under the 4.5 per
cent sub-quota to make it to
the IITs. On Thursday, the
IITs announced that they
would “ignore” the 4.5 per
cent sub-quota and imple-
ment the Andhra Pradesh
High Court order that
scrapped it earlier this week.
“In the absence of any fur-
ther legal development/ infor-
mation from the Ministry of
HRD before 13th June 2012,
the judgment of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court will be
implemented by ignoring the
provision for reservation of 4.5
per cent seats and by convert-
ing seats meant for OBC
(NCL)-Minority community
to OBC(NCL) category.
Therefore, all the shortlisted
candidates are advised to note
that availability of 4.5 per cent
reservation for OBC(NCL)-
Minority shall depend on the
legal developments till 13th
June and hence they may reg-
ister the choice of courses ac-
cordingly,” the IIT advisory
told all quota students.
The IITS had to make this
move as they would on June

13 finally announce and allo-

. cate all their seats for JEE

2012. With no firm direction
from the ministry on how to
handle the 4.5 per cent minor-
ity sub-quota issue and little
hope of a legal resolution
within a fortnight, the IITs
have decided to prepare for
both possible situations — of
the Supreme Court setting
aside the HC judgment or of
reinforcing it.

However, in an attempt to
give a chance to minority stu-
dents shortlisted in JEE 2012,
the Joint Entrance Examina-
tion Organising chairman GB
Reddy has advised that these
students opt for as many
course choices as they can dur-
ing the ongoing counselling to
secure a seat. A student can
indicate a maximum of 215
choices from courses on offer
across 151175,

The II'TS hint that in case
the Andhra HC order is
stayed or overturned, the mi-
nority sub-quota students will
automatically be allocated
seats as per the first choice of
course indicated. However, in
the event of an unfavourable
verdict and the 4.5 per cent

quota collapsing back into its
parent 27 per cent OBC
quota, the minority candidates
may have a slim chance.
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The Centre recently
announced that admission
toall IITs, NITs and other
centrally funded institutes
will take into consideration
class X1II examination
marks. As per the new
pattern, board results and
the main test will be given
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Mannat Jaspal notes
opinions of city parents,

teachers, and students over

Indian Express Chandigarh 31.05.2012 P-25

Cify

HL,
Frinicipal, KB DAV Schoal, Sector 7

1 appreciate the initia-
tive taken by the govern-
ment. Mostly students
do not give importance
totheir Class X and XI1
exams and focus entirely
on the entrance exams.
But now, they will learn
how to cultivate a bal-
anced approach to both.
This will also curb the
commercialisation and
popularity of coaching
institutes.

MARIASWATI,
Principal, Carmel Comvent School, Sector 9
1endorse this idea. Students have [
long been ignoring the Class X1 |2
exams. But now, theywill haveto {F
take into consideration, both the
classroom teaching and their
preparation for competitive ex-
ams. Also, coaching centres have
taken away the charm of classroom teaching. Parents
and students are often misled and fall prey to their
commercialised approach.

Pysics teaches, Govemment Modiel Sensor Secandary (GMSSS) Schiool 16

Ibelieve that thisinitiative will strengthen the education sys-
tem but the coaching centers will still retain their influence

aver the students. School imposes discipline among students
and concentrates on practical expenience and knowledge, In-

.
dividual atiention is given to all students unlike the coaching centerswho teach
1 also suffer financially due to the centres.

150-20) inaclass

JAIN PRAKASH,
atity-based

TEGINDER SONDHI,
Chemistiy Teacher, Sared Heart, Sector 26

Tencourage this proposal as chikren aspiring for
these engineering colleges pay no attention in class.
They remain dependent on coaching institutes, which
charge exorbitant fees and pay little attention to the
practical aspects of education. Students become ir-
regular to school. Here, we stress on the basics of
every chapter aiming at enhancing the students’
knowledge levels. The government’s proposal will
createthe much-needed balance in the system.

parent of an IIT
apirant

| Idonot sup-

port this proposal. Ear-
Tier, when a student
wouild not qualily for IIT
» there were opportuni-
ties for other esteemed
colleges. But due to the
CHMMON eNlrance exam
for all the . there will be
more stress forstudents.

11 SUKRANT, [T |

|1 student who >
11 quafied I this: |\-

atity-based

year

Tgota958

pe marks in Class X11
and have just qualified
the IIT entrance exam. 1 |
believe this proposal will |
not make much of a dif-
ference. On the contrary
Adue to different exams, |
students will be over- :
worked and stressed.

| Delhi Public
| Sthool Sectordd |

a student from

| Ibelieve in school bised
| teaching. If one follows |

the classroom feaching

regularly, coaching

| classeswill become a sec-
ondary option. This way, |

the students will not have

© GOPAL KRISHAN
| AGGARWAL,

student of GSSS, Sector ' &

i lamoriginally from
i Amritsarand havecome

to Chandigarh pursue

¢ Class XIand XITand
+ take coaching for the en-

trance exams. There are
many others like me who
come to the biggercities
and struggle 1o clear the
entrance exams. The
government may feel
that its decision will re-

i duce stress levels but on
to remain dependent on |
i coaching classes.

the contrary it burdens

the studenis.

the government’smove.

MOUSHUMI BASU m NEW DELHI
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Chaterjee Group of an IIT alumnus,

Secy shunteﬁ shielding IIT brass

In a sudden move, Vibha Puri Das,
Secretary, Higher Education (HE), MHRD
hasbeen m to Tribal Affairs, considered
an insignificant posting in IAS circles.
According to well Taced sources, this “shunt-
ing” has come in tge wake of her alleged role
in quashing CBI recommendations against
top IIT Directors and Professors.

Das, who is a 1976 batch IAS officer, was
appointed Secretary, Higher Education in
November 2009. Subsequently, Sibal, as
Chairman, IIT Council, nominated her as
a Member, Board of Governors, IIT
Kharagpur. No other IIT had such a high
Erof‘ ile Secretary (HE), MHRD as a Member,

oard of Governors.

The sources egointed out her dual role
was solely aimed at exercising MHRD's
remote control over 11T Kharagpur, which
was involved in a lot of vigilance contro-
versies for the past few years. It is the only
educatjonal institute in the country where
CVC had directed for a full time CVO,
While her nomination as member IIT
council was seen as encroachment on the
autonomy of IIT, Das consequently got
embroiled in many controversies.

The Pioneer had earlier reported on how
the [IT Kharagpur Board of Governors had
quashed the CBI recommendations for
regular departmental action and penalty
against three faculty members (AK

OF AUTHORITY AND POWER,
THE T BOARD HAS KEPT
WHISTLEBLOWER PROFESSOR
RAJEEV KUMAR ON

SUSPENSION BEYOND A YEAR
WITHOUT ANY REVIEW FOR ITS
REVOCATION OR EXTENSION
A

|
BHowmick, Director 1IT Patna, PP
Chakrabarti, Dean IIT Kharagpur and RN
Banerjee, a senior professor on extension)
for outsourcing the Coal-Net project to The

This sudden hurry on the part of IIT
Board to quash the CBI cases after sitting
over them for the past five years, was
allegedly to help the two big names
Bhowmick and Chakrabarti to get vigi-
lance clearance for appointment as
Director IIT Kharagpur.

The above action is beyond the juris-
diction of the IITs Board. The Pioneer had
again reported on how MHRD Joint
Secretary and CVO pointed out to the IIT
Board that it had no jurisdiction to quash
a departmental action which was yet to be
taken. The Joint Secretary advised the
Board to take a decision on the departmental
action in consultation with the Central
Vigilance commission (CVC).

In another glaring misuse of authority
and power, the IIT Board has kept whistle-
blower professor Rajeev Kumar on suspen-
sion beyond a year without any review for
its revocation or extension.

As per the applicable rules, the sus-
pension order should have been reviewed
within a 90-day period. In the absence of
am{l such review, the suspension order is
null and void.

Sources say that Das turned a Nelson
to many of the requests for revocation of 3::
suspension. It is learnt that on the advice of
the Central Vigilance commission, MHRD
Joint Secretary and CVO also directed the ITT
Board to review the suspension.

The list of irregularities do not end
here. The incumbent Director IIT
Kharagpur Damodar Acharya who is also
in the rat race for a seconf{:erm for the
post of the top brass was allowed to con-
tinue to work as the IIT director despite
facing regular departmental action by
CBI for major penalty which includes dis-
missal from service too. The Board
quashed the CBI prosecution of its the then
Registrar, Dr D Gunasekaran. -

This newspaﬁ»er had reported earlier
Prof Acharya misled the CVC in the irreg-
ularities and favoritism in the appointments
of IIT’s Officiating Registrar, Dr TK Ghosal.

IIT’s then CVO, Prof AK Ghosh, was
arrested for running a fake Institute with the
alleged support of IIT’s past and current
administrators. IIT’s current CVQ, Prof BK
Mathur, is under CBI scanner.

Following increased vigilance activities
in IIT Kharagpur, the CVC had repeatedly
directed MHRD for appointment of a full-
time CVO at IIT Khaargpur, As the
Secretary, Das failed to a;la_goint a full-time
CVO at lIT Kharagpur. IIT Board rejected
the CVC proposal stating that IIT’s accounts
are audited by CAG. The Board suppressed
the fact that CAG itself, in their 2009-10
report rapped the IIT that the Coal Net
Project could not be completed even after
seven years and despite spending 739,58
crore, which led to the foreclosure of the
agreement with the premier institution.
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BT Z&;atmg;i?e
to go global'

SHRUTI BADYAL

(W, A social network
Uto date IITians
which was launched in
January is going global
soon. With more than
7,000 registered users,
dateiitians.comis plan-
ning to expand its
reach. The portal
which was only open to
techies and engineer-
ing professionals from
IITs and 1IMs was later
open to others as they
got many requests.
Layak Singh, co-
founder tells -us, “We
will go global in July
with the name
cogxio.com as this has
appealed to many.”
The site gives one a
chance to flirt and pro-
pose, but with more
cautions and care.
“You become buddies
first and then if the
user accepts your flirt

Users earn

- points while
interacting and
those points
can be used for
purchasing real
gifts, books,

etc

LAYAK SINGH OF
DATENTIANS.COM

request, you can
express a ‘crush’ on
them and take it fur-
ther only with the
other person’s permit,”
adds Singh.

The registration is an
elaborate process. It
can take up to three
days. “It involves veri-
fication and authenti-
cation of user’s creden-
tials, personal email
address, contact num-
ber as well as ID proofs
such IDs of college,
institute or university.
After submitting
details, the user will
get an email confirma-
tion from the site and
will receive a code on
the mobile phone,”
says Singh.

For users, it's more
meaningful than most
other dating options
online. Says Animesh
(name changed on
request), “It’'s a three-
step dating system. You
first become buddies,
and then you can flirt
with each other
depending on profile’s
acceptance and third is
dating where you can
go for movies, etc.”

Another interesting
feature is that you can
send messages to your
buddy’s phone, only if
the person accepts
your “crush” request.
“Buddies (users) earn
points while interact-
ing and those points
can be used for pur-
chasing real gifts,
books, etc.” says,
Singh.
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‘Debt worries rise for students
‘eyeing foreign schools

Though students are
not deferring plans to
go abroad, they are
now left with no choice
but to borrow more

By PRASHANT K. NANDA &
REMYA NAIR

NEW DELHI

s the rupee's slide con-
tinues unabated, Nata-
sha Kumar knows she’ll

need to take on a larger debt
burden to achieve her dream
of going to Singapore for her
master’s degree.

Kumar, currently a B. Tech
student at the privately run
Amity University in Noida, will
have to pay around %18 lakh
for her course at Nanyang
Technology University (NTU)
in Singapore.

“I am suffering for non-aca-
demic reasons. Had I done the
course a year earlier, 1 would
have paid some 20% less than
now,” said Kumar.

Kumar, who has a 50% merit
scholarship at Amity, said she
won't abandon the plan as
NTU is a glob-

il SERTES-TT ]

May alone, the rupee has de-
clined by around 6.51% on ac-
count of the uncertainty in
global markets.

The rupee’s decline is espe-
cially nerve-wracking for those
seeking a mid-career improve-
ment in qualifications.

“The depreciating rupee is
going to have a huge hale in
our savings,” said Maya Nair.
Her son, who's in the merchant
navy, plans to get a master's
degree-in a related field from
City University London.

“My son is 37 and married,
and perhaps wants to settle
down with a more secure job
than what he is doing now. A
masters degree will help his ca-
reer path,” said Nair, a senior
citizen in Delhi. “We are wor-
ried it's going to have an im-
pact on his plan.”

Over 100,000 Indians go
abroad every year to study.
While the US continues to be
the leading choice in this re-
spect for Indians, Australia, the
UK, Canada and Switzerland
are some of the other key desti-

nations.  Ac-

ally recog- ] . cording to the
nized institute. Indian business  US-based In-
“I  cannot stitute of Inter-
hold my plan schools that have  nationat Edu-
or a year or . cation, there
s0. Now I have fOI'EIgIl g‘lleSt faClllty were some

no choice but
to take more

loans,” she i
said. In April the paln
2011, one

will also be feeling

103,895 Indian
students in the
US in 2010-11,
down 1% from

Singapore dol-
lar was around 36; now it's
more than ¥43.5.

Studying abroad has always
been a costly affair, with US
universities charging $15,000
to  $50,000 (approximately
8.46 lakh to %28.21 lakh on
Thursday) for a year. In the UK,
course fees range between
£7,000 and 25,000 a year (ap-
proximately ¥6.11 lakh and
221.84 lakh on Thursday).
While some payments such as
lodging and boarding are made
in advance, tuition fees have to
be paid every semester. Thus
students who have already got
admission also feel the pinch.

The rupee, which touched a
record low of 56.515 to the dol-
lar in intra-day trade on Thurs-
day, has depreciated by more
than 23% against the US cur-
rency in the last one year. In

the previous
year. This
number includes new and old
enrolments. More than 27,000
Indian students went to Aus-
tralia last year and some 12,000
to Canada, according to official
statistics.

“When the dollar is strength-
ening against the rupee, it's
bound to affect the cost of edu-
cation, especially stay and oth-
er expenses,” said Vineet
Gupta, managing director of
Jamboree Education Pvt, Ltd,
an education company that
helps students who want to
study abroad with internation-
al entrance coaching and con-
sulting. “When the course fee
goes up, let's say 10 or 15% be-
cause of non-academic rea-
sons, it definitely hurts stu-
dents.”

While aspirants are worried
about the rupee decline, “we

SPIRALLING COSTS

Outflow from India on account
of education.
......(Milion $)

Yosrss Kuman/ Mt

have not seen students drop-
ping the plan if they have a
good offer. The (decline) has
happened quickly in the last
three months or so. Hence, its
impact will be seen in the next
few months.”

Costs vary across courses,
with an international MBA
about 25% more expensive
than a regular master's degree,
he said.

The weaker rupee may make
students more choosy, said
Amit Agnihotri, who runs man-
agement education website
MBAUniverse.com.

“It may not affect the Ivy
Leagues because of their pedi-
gree but it will certainly ham-
per tier-II foreign colleges that
get the bulk of the Indian stu-
dents,” he said.

Conversely, Indian business
schools that have foreign guest
faculty will also be feeling the
pain. “When the rupee depre-
ciates, Indian business schools
have to pay more,” he said.

Some countries see opportu-
nity in the currency fluctua-
tion—Canada for instance.

“In Canada, the institutes
are publicly funded (hence rel-
atively less costly), the cost of
living is cheaper and they can
work while studying,” said Si-
mon Cridland, counsellor and
head, advocacy programme,
Canadian high commission in
New Delhi.

Gupta of Jamboree said
though that the Canadian dol-
lar, too, has appreciated in the
last five or six years, so the ad-
vantage may not be that deci-
sive,

The rupee’s slump is forcing
students to be more hardnosed
about what to study and where,
says Paroma Bhatt, who has

got admission to the World
Trade Institute in Switzerland
for a master's degree in inter-
national law and economics.

“Serious students are look-
ing for courses which will give
returns on investment. So,
people are opting for less cost-
ly countries and for sure cours-
es with a better shelf life,” she
said.

Opinion among officials at
banks and other lenders is
mixed about whether the ru-
pee’s slide will lead to a drop in
loans, as students forego plans
to study sbroad, or a rise in
loans, as aspirants go forth re-
gardless.

“If the rupee continues to
trade above 52 to a dollar for
the next few months, the de-
mand for foreign study loans
will start reducing,” said a se-
nior official with a Delhi-based
public sector bank.

An executive at the country’s
largest lender State Bank of
India said loans may rise. “The
admission season for foreign
universities will start in a few
months. Students will start ap-
plying for study loans from
next month. Only then we will
know if there is a dip in de-
mand,” he said. “But given the
depreciating rupee, students
may go in for higher loan
amounts,”

Prashant Bhonsle, country
head, Credila Financlal Serv-
ices Pvt. Ltd, a unit of HDFC
Ltd, said that with the “rupee
depreciating, the loan applica-
tion amounts have seen an in-
crease, If students are getting
into the university of their
choice, they are going ahead
with the enrolment even if
their fees are seeing an in-
crease because of the rupee’s
movement”.

On the other hand, students
who aren't getting into institu-
tions of their choice may
choose to wait for another
year, he said.

prashant.n@livemint.com

Asit Ranjan Mishra contrib-
uted to this story.

This is the third in a five-part
series on living with a weak ru-
pee. Next: The luxury market
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